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Montagu-Chelmsford Report: "That this Congress appreciates the
earnest attempt on the part of the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State and His Excellency the Viceroy to inaugurate a system of
responsible government in India, but while it recognizes that some of
the proposals constitute an advance on the present conditions in
some directions, it is of opinion that the proposals as a whole are
disappointing and unsatisfactory."
The Congress was of opinion that simultaneous advance was
indispensable both in the provinces and at the centre. It proposed
drastic alterations in the control exercised by Parliament through the
Secretary of State. Fiscal autonomy was demanded as an inherent
right of the Indian people, and in the Central Indian Legislature the
Council of State was to be abolished, as also the India Council in
London. The idea underlying the proposals was to make the new
constitution as democratic as possible.
The special session, which looked at one time like leading to a
schism on the question of reforms, passed off smoothly. The reso-
lution on the reform scheme was moved by Pandit Malaviya in a
masterly speech. Tilak, Fazlul Huq and M. R. Jayakar spoke very
enthusiastically for the resolution. Mrs. Besant wound up the
discussion amidst cheers and applause.
The Moderates who refused to attend the Bombay session held a
conference of their own in the same city on November i, under the
presidentship of Surendranath Banerjea. It was styled the "All-India
Conference of the Moderate Party53 which became the nucleus of
the National Liberal Federation of India,
The popularity of the Congress was so great that the Moderates
had to proclaim that their new organization was in continuation of
the Congress tradition. C. Y. Chintamani said: "Those who may
criticize and taunt us for having stayed away from the Special Con-
gress, well may be asked whether we are faithful or we are wanting
in fidelity to the traditions and the policy of the Congress when we
are here with a senior president of the Congress as chairman of
the reception committee, when the proposition before you has
been moved by another ex-president, and supported by a third
ex-president of the Congress."
Surendranath Banerjea remarked that "the Congress in the
hands of its latest masters, had ceased to be representative of the
sentiments and principles before which national rivalries disappear."